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INTRODUCTION

Poetry is one of the primary arts of life. It is one
of the most widespread medium of expression which
enables us to connect reason and emotion, to relate
us to the country and society in which we live. There
is a distinct quest for national sensibility and evolution
of a new literature in Canada. Dorothy Livesay may
be evaluated as one of Canada’s foremost modern
writers by several criteria. The breadth of her impact
has come to be recognized as born of an active
participation in nearly six decades of Canadian literary
development and a refusal to identify herself with any
single school of thought or confining category. She is
determined to express her anger and annoyance
ironically commenting upon the social justice and she
begins her outcry early in the decade, in clear and
instantaneous response to Depression conditions.

There came a period when Canadians needed
to define their individuality from the British and the
Americans, which was succeeded by a buoyant
assertion of Canadian identity. The British North
America Act of 1867 passed legitimacy and rationale
to Canada. From a wasteland, then a battlefield, still
later a cluster of remote colonies to a federation of
1867, Canada took years to become an independent
member of the British Commonwealth and evolve a
distinct body of literature. The literary history of
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SELF-EXPRESSION

The noble paradigm of an individual’s life
consists in self-realization and self-expression. The
journey of self-realization is the only true journey to
the inner recesses of our mind. S. Radhakrishnan
rightly states: “When an individual draws his soul
from all outward events, gathers himself together
inwardly and strives with concentration, there breaks
upon him an experience, secret, strange and
wonderous, which quickens within him, lays hold on
him and becomes his very being” (91). The poetic
process underlying in the transformation of subjective
into objective is both creative and critical. It is
basically the realization of the truth that has gained
universal significance through the conquering power
of imagination which empowers the writer to identify
himself just as one identifies oneself in a mirror. The
selfhood of a sensitive poet is affected not only by the
estranged realities of life and landscapes around him
but produces turbulent emotions thus initiating in
his psyche a desperate quest for his self, rootedness,
and the essence of his being. Alexander Pope in his
eminent work Proper Study of Mankind is Man rightly
declares life as an enigma. All religions, philosophies,
saints, preachers, prophets and wise men have tried
to satisfy the people’s quest for self and identify
through the mysteries of existence i.e. life and death.
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FEMININE SENSIBILITY

Feminism is one of the most popular themeg
among all literary persons in today’s era. It widely
refers to a philosophy of life that strives to discover
and change the subtle and deep seated causes of
women’s suppression. But, apart from its commitment
to fight for women’s rights and their economic access
to employment; it stubbornly insists for a radical
change in the patriarchal socio-economic system,
making in depth studies on culture and
consciousness, which are largely responsible for the
marginalization of women. Feminism is a path to
beatify female roles with their own sensibilities. The
perfect self-realization and fulfillment of feminity lies
in the power of creation, which could be creation of
children or poems or relationships in life. Thus the
feminist impulse is empowered to play various roles
like woman as creator, woman as poet and womarn
as artist. A broad feminist reading of Dorothy Livesays
poetry explores how she tries to solve this identity
crisis through love and poetic creation. Her vibrant
feminist vision remains the persuasive force behind
lyrical design and output. In her love poetry We find
clear examples of her valuable growing feminin®
consciousness. Livesay’s feminine verses enjoy
abundant respect and adulation being the most
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SociaL CONSCIOUSNESg

Poetry is a medium of spreading the C
consciousness. It has a strong_ association wity, the
society or the times out of which it grew. Man anq
society are the two realties. They cannot be Separae,
both have equal importance in human development_
That is, the development and wellbeing of individuals
is dependent on the development and wellbeing of
society and vice versa. Man being an integral] part of
the social set up performs various roles, actively
partaking in progressive actions and exhibiting deep
respect for the sacred dimensions of social areng of
life. Social commitment for a poet is to set up a

OMmuyn;

mankind is the Promotion of brotherhood among

di.fferent sroups of society, That is, living togethel'
With the spirit of peace ang brotherhood; adopting
the path of

of gaparr . Ynthesis; drawing from the psychology
€rvice and welfare: S 21 harmony
and solidar; » Maintaining socia

€ssenti i rated
socia] Order,ty ential for g happy and integ

.
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CONCLUSION

The question of self-definition and self-presence
:n human beings .is of great value. Dorothy Livesay
channels her poetic creations in the direction of self-
expression and self-exploration via modes of life and
death. Human experiences are a product of antithe-
tical perspectives— happiness and melancholy, hope
and despair, birth and death, and so forth. Livesay
depicts that in the realm of everyday life we may
experience all these states in equal proportions. With
the mind repulsing unpleasant states, awareness of
the interdependence of the states inculcate equanim-
ity besides lending dynamism to existence. This is
explained by the poet with the help of seasonal
changes of nature; all experiences are therefore
contrasting. Nature draws out the best in us as w¢

can improvise and extemporize with great inspiration.

The lively enjoyment of life is communicated in the

evocative language of nature. The idea of duality in

life is a deeply illuminating philosophical discourse
in her poetry. Duality, in common parlance means
for every earthly life pattern, af opposing C;
contradicting phenomenotl exists. So the pot
entrusts on the need to Know the Self. She asser1 t:s,
that to know the Self is to b€ the Self, and sInCe gell-
b.eing is a multi-level state of being capa
life to the afterlife, life to the living,
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